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Individual Narrative of Patience7 Leverich [124] 

Daughter of Jesse6 Leverich [57] and Gashe Berrian 
2nd Wife of Peter Bonnett 

 
Patience Leverich1,2,3 was born on 20 December 1785 at Newtown, Queens County, New York, the daughter of Jesse 
Leverich and Gashe Berrian.    Patience was baptized 1 January 1792 with four of her siblings at the Newtown 
Presbyterian Church.4,5,6 
 
James Riker Jr, in his manuscript notes, records about 1850 that "Mrs. Bonnett distinctly states that when a girl she used 
to see the grave stone of Rev. Wm Leverich, a red stone sunk low into the ground, and that he was said to be the first 
minister of Newtown.  She has read the stone.  It was in the old town ground.  Mrs. Bonnett was a Leverich before her 
marriage with Peter Bonnett.  J.R.7,8" 
 
Patience Leverich married Peter Bonnett, son of Daniel Bonnett and Elizabeth Evouts, on 22 September 1818 at 
Newtown, Queens Co, New York, by the Rev. Dr. Bassett.   Peter's marriage to Patience was his second marriage.9,10,11 
 
In her 1913 account of the Leverich Family, Marie Eugenie Davis wrote "Patience Leverich was 33 when she married 
Peter Bonnett of New York, a widower with two sons.   Aunt Bonnett lived to a great age and was a most charming 
woman - generous, witty, very dainty in her dress, her memory lingers with me delightfully for I knew her well and she was 
a fairy godmother to my mother and to all of us.   She was survived by four children but they and their children are all 
nearly gone."   Marie Eugenie was born in 1848 and was the daughter of Jane Townsend Leverich and Russell Hinckley.   
Jane was the granddaughter of Jesse Leverich and Gashe Leverich.   Jane's parents were John Leverich and Alletta 
Berrian.12 
 
Peter Bonnett was born 29 October 1763, either in Manhattan, New York Co, New York; or New Rochelle, Westchester 
County, New York.  Peter was the son of Daniel Bonnett, Tanner of New York City, whose will was proved in New York 
County, New York in 1800, and his wife Elizabeth Evouts.13,14,15  Peter Bonnett's first marriage was to Jane Blake, 8 
September 1795, as per the records of the First and Second Presbyterian Churches of the City of New York.    Peter and 
Jane had two sons:  Daniel Bonnett, born 27 June 1797,  married Margaret Brown Whitlock, died 7 April 1871; and Peter 
Riker Bonnett, born 10 December 1801, married Maria Saltonstall, died 4 September 1871.  Jane Blake Bonnett was born 
31 March 1759 and died 15 November 1817.   They are all buried at Greenwood Cemetery in Brooklyn, Kings County, 
New York.16,17,18,19 
 
In 1804, Peter Bonnett was the co-administrator with Robert Blake of the estate of James Van Dyck, in the New York 
County, New York Surrogate Court.20 
 
In 1817 Peter Bonnett was an Assessor with Lewis Hartman for Ward 4, Manhattan, New York County, New York.21 
 
Peter Bonnett ("P. Bonnett) is listed in the 1820 New York City Directory living at 22 Frankfort Street.22 
 
The 1820 U.S. Census of Manhattan, New York County, New York records Peter Bonnett living in Ward 4.  The census 
tallies include 1 free white male over the age of 45 (Peter Bonnett);  1 free white female age 26 to 44 (wife Patience 
Leverich Bonnett);  2 free white males age 16-25 (Peter and Daniel Bonnett, step-sons of Patience); 1 free white female 
under the age of 10 (unidentified, possibly an infant that did not survive).23 
 
Available records do not identify an occupation for Peter Bonnett.   However, he accumulated a substantial estate, and 
was involved in extensive land speculation.   The City Register index to land records for Manhattan note sixty land 
transactions involving Peter Bonnett between 1795 and 1850.24,25 
 
In 1821, the New York State Council of Appointments designated Peter Bonnett an Inspector of State Prisons.26 
 
Peter Bonnett is listed in the 1830 New York City Directory living at 22 Frankfort Street.   Also listed are his sons by his 
first marriage, Daniel Bonnett, clerk in chancery, living 191 William Street;  and Peter R. Bonnett, merchant 194 Front 
street, living 22 Frankfort St.27 
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Peter Bonnett is not found as a head of household in the 1830 U.S. Census of Manhattan, New York County, New York.   
A Peter W. Bonnett is found in New Rochelle, Westchester Co, New York, but the census tallies are not consistent with 
Peter Bonnett, husband of Patience Leverich.28 
 
Peter Bonnett is listed in the 1840 New York City Directory living at 22 Frankfort Street.29 
 
Peter Bonnett is listed in the 1840 Census of Manhattan, Ward 4, New York Co, New York.   The census tallies include:  1 
free white male age 10 to 14 (son William); 1 free white male age 70 to 79 (Peter); 1 free white female age 10 to 14 
(daughter Caroline); 2 free white females age 15 to 19 (daughters Jane and Mary); 1 free white female age 50 to 59 (wife 
Patience);  also 2 free white females age 30 to 39 (unidentified, perhaps household servants).30 
 
In a deed dated 21 March 1842, Peter Bonnett purchased a lot at 74 Warren Street in Manhattan, formerly Ward 5, then 
Ward 3, from William H. Smith and Charlotte his wife, in consideration of $15,000.00.  This property was 100 feet by 25 
feet and was formerly the lands of the Rector and inhabitants in communion with the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
commonly called Church Farm Lot 524.  The deed was recorded 21 March 1842.31 
 
Peter Bonnett is listed in the 1850 New York City Directory living at 74 Warren Street.   His son William H. Bonnett is listed 
"fancy goods" 129 Pearl Street, living 74 Warren Street.32 
 

 
 
Peter Bonnett died 28 August 1850, then living at 74 Warren Street, Manhattan, New York County, New York.   Peter was 
buried at Green-wood Cemetery in Brooklyn, Kings County, New York.   His gravestone was inscribed "Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.33,34,35" 
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Peter Bonnett made a will dated 20 November 1849 which was proved at the New York County Surrogate 12 September 
1850.   Peter's will mentions his residence at 74 Warren Street and a pew at the Brick Church.  The will names as heirs 
his wife Patience, and his children Daniel, Peter R., Jane, Mary, Caroline E. and William Henry.   The will was witnessed 
by Jane B. Van Wickel (sister of David Van Wickel Jr, who was the spouse of Dorothy Leverich7 McDonough [117]) of 
Manhattan; Peter A. Cowdrey of Yonkers, Westchester County;  and Charles A. Swan of Brooklyn, Kings County.   The 
executors named included widow Patience and sons Daniel, Peter R. and William H.36,37,38 
 
Patience Bonnett is recorded as the head of household in the 1850 U.S. Census, age 60, Ward 3 Manhattan, New York 
County, New York.   The household includes all four of her children, i.e. William H., Mary E (and husband George 
Vanderburgh), Caroline E. (and husband John Wilmarth, son Peter B, daughter Euphemia), and Jane.   Also living in the 
household is cousin Jane B. VanWickel, and three servants.39,40,41 
 
Patience Bonnett, widow of Peter, is listed in the 1851 New York City Directory living at 74 Warren Street.   Her son 
William H. Bonnett, merchant 129 Pearl Street, is also living at 74 Warren Street.42 
 
Patience Bonnett, widow of Peter, is listed in the 1852 New York City Directory living at 56 East 21st Street.   Her son 
William H. Bonnett, fancy goods 48 Cedar St, is also living at 56 East 21st Street.43 
 
In a deed dated 9 April 1852 Patience Bonnett purchased a lot on the north side of 21st Street, 123 ft northwest of the 
corner of 4th Avenue and 21st St, in consideration of $19,500, from Samuel Richardson and Elizabeth L. his wife.  The lot 
measured 98 feet by 26 feet.   The deed was recorded 1 May 1852.44 
 
Via an indenture dated 24 March 1854 Peter R. Bonnett and his wife Maria, and Daniel Bonnett and his wife Margaret B., 
sold to their step-mother Patience Bonnett in consideration of $8,000.00 their interest in the property at 74 Warren Street 
in Manhattan, part of the estate of their father Peter Bonnett.   The indenture was recorded 25 March 1854.45 
 
In the 1860 U.S. Census, Patience Bonnett, age 75 accompanied by one servant Ann Jacks, is living adjacent to her 
daughter and her husband Caroline and John Wilmarth and their children, in Ward 21, District 3, Manhattan, New York 
Co, New York.   Patience's census record notes real estate valued at $30,000.00.46 
 
Patience Bonnett is not listed in the 1860 New York City Directory.   However, her son-in-law John Wilmarth is listed living 
at 109 East 34th Street.47 
 
The 1870 U.S. Census of New Rochelle, Westchester Co, New York records Patience Bonnett, age 84, living in the 
household of her daughter and her husband, Caroline and John Wilmarth, and their children in the City of New Rochelle, 
Westchester Co, New York.48 
 
Patience Leverich Bonnett died on 1 October 1874 at New Rochelle, Westchester Co, New York, at age 88.  Patience 
was buried at Green-wood Cemetery, Brooklyn, Kings Co, New York.   Her gravestone was inscribed "Forever with the 
Lord.49,50,51,52" 
 
Patience Leverich and Peter Bonnett had four children surviving to adulthood.53,54 
 

i. Jane E. Bonnett was born 11 June 1821 in Manhattan, New York Co, New York.  Jane married 17 November 
1852 Thomas Hampden Field.   Jane died 16 October 1865 in New Rochelle, Westchester Co, New York and 
was buried at Green-wood Cemetery in Brooklyn, Kings Co, New York.55,56,57 

 
ii. Mary Eugenia Bonnett was born 28 January 1824 in Manhattan, New York Co, New York.   Mary married 23 

September 1845 George E. Vanderburgh.  Mary died 19 February 1887 in New Rochelle, Westchester Co, NY. 
Mary was buried at Green-wood Cemetery, Kings Co, New York.58,59,60 
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iii. Caroline E. Bonnett was born 31 July 1826 in Manhattan, New York County, New York.   Caroline married 30 
October 1845 John Wilmarth.  Caroline died 7 October 1905 at New Rochelle, Westchester Co, New York. She 
was buried at Green-wood Cemetery, Brooklyn, Kings Co, New York.61,62,63 

 
iv. William Henry Bonnett was born 1 February 1830 in Manhattan, New York Co, New York.  William married 27 

May 1857 Margaret A. Rumsey.  William died 21 December 1911 at the Grand Canyon in Coconino Co, Arizona.   
He was buried at the Homewood Cemetery in Pittsburgh, Allegheny Co, Pennsylvania.64,65,66,67 
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