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Individual Narrative of William7 McDonough [119] 

Son of James McDonough and Hannah6 Leverich [56] 
 
William McDonough was born on 10 Jul 1791 at Newtown, Queens Co, New York.   He was the son of James 
McDonough and Hannah Leverich.1   
 
William married Elizabeth Roach, daughter of Timothy Roach and Sarah Hallett, on 24 Jan 1816 at Newtown, Queens, 
New York, at St. James Episcopal Church.2,3  Elizabeth Roach was born at Newtown, Queens Co, New York on 20 March 
1795.4   
 
The census tallies for the household of James McDonough in the 1820 U.S. Census at Newtown, Queens Co, New York 
suggest that his son William McDonough was living in his father's household with his wife and first child Hannah.5   
 
William McDonough's mother, Hannah Leverich McDonough, had a brother William Leverich, who made a will in February 
1824, which was proved in the Queens County Surrogate Court on 15 August 1831.  One of the provisions of William's will 
was that "... estate to be sold and proceeds  divided equally among the surviving children of my brothers and sisters, 
except the following:  John, James, and William McDonough, sons of my sister Hannah; and Sarah, daughter of my sister 
Abigail Whaley;  to these I cannot with justice and propriety leave any part of my estate."    The will does not explicitly 
state a reason for these exclusions.6   
 
A William McDonough is recorded as a head of family in the 1830 U.S. Census, Ward 6 Manhattan, New York County, 
New York.  However the census tallies are inconsistent with known family members at the time.  No other William 
McDonough's are found in the 1830 Census in New York State.7 
 
The New York City Directory for 1830 lists only one William McDonough, Ship Carpenter, 242 Rivington.  This address 
was located on the border of Wards 10 and 17 in Manhattan in 1830.8   
 
In a deed dated 10 April 1837 and recorded 2 January 1839, William McDonough, Shipwright of New York City, and his 
wife Elizabeth, and Jacob Laforge, Cooper of New York City, and his wife Ann, sold in consideration of $3250 to William 
G.  Whipple, Cartman of New York City,  a lot of land 25 ft wide front and rear, and 100 ft in length on the sides;  formerly 
in Ward 10 now in Ward 13;  formerly known as Lot #144 now known as Lot #65, bounded easterly by Sheriff Street, 
northerly by lot #145, southerly by lot #143, and westerly by the rear of lot #153.    The deed was witnessed by William 
Lawrence of West Farms, Westchester Co, New York and William Shannon of 253 Grand St, New York City.  This lot had 
previously been sold to William McDonough and Jacob Laforge by William Tallman Jr. and his wife, recorded at 
Conveyances Volume 372, page 233, dated 1 February 1837, recorded 2 February 1837.9 
 
A William McDonough is recorded as a head of family in the 1840 U.S. Census, Ward 14 Manhattan, New York County, 
New York.  However the census tallies are inconsistent with known family members at the time.  One other William 
McDonough is found in the 1840 Census in Manhattan in Ward 8, but that location is inconsistent with New York City 
Directory information in 1840.10,11 
 
The New York City Directory for 1840 lists only one William McDonough, Ship Carpenter, 242 Rivington.  This address 
was located on the border of Wards 10 and 17 in Manhattan in 1840.12 
 
The 1850 U.S. Census, Ward 13 Manhattan, New York County, New York lists as a head of family Willliam McDonough, 
age 59, ship carpenter.  The household also includes Elizabeth age 55; Hannah, age 31; Mary J. and Sarah, both age 21; 
Frances age 18; and Henry age 16.   William McDonough Jr, age 26, his wife Emeline, and son William, live in an 
adjacent household.13 
 
The New York City Directory for 1850 and 1855 lists a William McDonough, Shipwright/Carpenter, 23 Ridge St (corner of 
Broome).   This location was at the intersection of Wards 10, 13, and 7.14,15 
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The 1860 U.S. Census, Ward 13 Manhattan, New York County, New York lists as a head of family William McDonough, 
age 69, ship carpenter.  The household also includes Elizabeth, age 65; Hannah, age 40; Elizabeth, age 35; Sarah, age 
30;  Joseph Topping, age 30; Frances Topping, age 28; and Thomas Henry Topping, age 2.16 
 
The New York City Directory for 1860 lists a William McDonough, Ship Carpenter, 23 Ridge St (corner of Broome).   This 
location was at the intersection of Wards 10, 13, and 7.   Also listed in the 1860 Directory is William McDonough Jr (son of 
William) and William E. McDonough (nephew of William, son of John).17 
 

 
 
Elizabeth Roach McDonough died at Manhattan, New York Co, New York 25 October 1864, and was buried at St. James 
Episcopal Church in Newtown, Queens Co, New York.18,19   
 
The 1869 New York City Directory lists William McDonough, carpenter, home 14 Cannon.20 
 
About 1870, William McDonough removed to Queens County.  The 1870 U.S. Census, Newtown, Queens County, New 
York lists as a head of family William McDonough, age 79, shipwright.  The household also includes Hannah, age 45; and 
Elizabeth, age 42.21 
 
William McDonough died on 2 Oct 1874 at Newtown, Queens, New York, at age 83. William was buried at St James 
Episcopal Church.22,23   
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William McDonough and Elizabeth Roach had nine children.24,25 

 
i. Hannah McDonough was born at Newtown, Queens Co, New York on 1 March 1817.   Hannah was baptized 10 

March 1817 at St. James Episcopal Church.  Hannah never married.  Hannah died at Newtown 27 May 1880, and 
was buried at St. James Episcopal Church.  Hannah is recorded in the U.S. Census records living with her father 
1850 and 1860, Manhattan, New York Co, New York;  1870 Newtown, Queens Co, New York.26,27,28,29,30,31   

 
ii. Timothy Roach McDonough was born at Newtown 2 March 1819.  Timothy was baptized 9 September 1819 at St 

James Episcopal Church.    Timothy married Sarah Van Benschoten 4 November 1839.  Timothy died 20 
September 1856 in Manhattan, New York Co, New York.  Timothy was buried at St. James Episcopal Church in 
Newtown.   Timothy McDonough is recorded in the 1850 U.S. Census in Manhattan, Ward 10, New York Co, New 
York.32,33,34,35,36 

 
iii. Elizabeth Johnson McDonough was born at Newtown, Queens Co, New York on 23 April 1821.   Elizabeth never 

married.  Elizabeth died at Newtown 22 November 1876 <family bible says 1875, but newspaper death notice 
confirms 1876> at Hoboken, Hudson Co, New Jersey.  Elizabeth was buried at St. James Episcopal Church in 
Newtown.  37,38,39,40,41 

 
iv. William McDonough Jr was born at Newtown 14 August 1823.  William was baptized 24 August 1828 at St James 

Episcopal Church.    William married Emeline Fisk 23 May 1845 at East Orange, Essex County, New Jersey.  
William died 24 March 1871 in Manhattan, New York Co, New York.  William was buried at Green-wood 
Cemetery in Brooklyn, Kings Co, New York.   William McDonough Jr. is recorded in the 1850 U.S. Census in 
Manhattan, Ward 13, New York Co, New York; and the 1855 New York State Census in Manhattan Ward 7.   
Emeline McDonough, widow of William, is recorded in the 1860 U.S. Census of Manhattan, Ward 7, District 3, 
New York Co, New York.42,43,44,45,46,47 

 
v. James Lawrence McDonough was born at Newtown 24 November 1825.  James was baptized 24 August 1828 at 

St. James Episcopal Church.  James married Rhoda Bowker (? Bouker ?) c 1844.  James died 28 April 1871 at 
Manhattan, New York Co, New York.  James L. McDonough is recorded in the 1860 U.S. Census, express agent, 
Richmond, Ward 2, Henrico Co, New York.   This census indicates that James and Rhoda had three children, all 
born in Pennsylvania c 1846 and 1850.  However, James is not found in the 1850 U.S. Census.  James L. 
McDonough is recorded in the 1870 U.S. Census, Manhattan, Ward 21, District 21, New York Co, New 
York.48,49,50,51,52,53 

 
vi. Sarah Ann McDonough, a twin of Mary Jane McDonough, was born at Newtown 6 February 1828.  Sarah Ann 

was baptized 24 August 1828 at St James Episcopal Church.  Sarah McDonough never married.   Sarah died 9 
April 1898 in Brooklyn, Kings Co, New York, and was buried at St. James Episcopal Church in Newtown.    Sarah 
Ann McDonough is found living in the household of her parents in the 1850 and 1860 U.S Census of Manhattan, 
Ward 13, New York County, New York.   Sarah is also found in the 1860 U.S. Census of Richmond, Henrico Co, 
Virginia in the household of her brother James L. McDonough.   Sarah Ann McDonough is not found in the 1870 
U.S. Census in New York City.   She may have been living with her father William and her two older unmarried 
sisters Hannah and Elizabeth in Newtown, but was omitted from the record by the census taker.  The ages of 
Hannah and Elizabeth are misstated in the record, so the record is already deficient.  Sarah is recorded in the 
1880 U.S. Census of Newtown, Queens Co, New York as head of household, which includes her niece and 
nephew Ida and Henry, children of her deceased brother Henry McDonough.54,55,56,57,58,59,60,61 

 
vii. Mary Jane McDonough, a twin of Sarah Ann McDonough, was born at Newtown 6 February 1828.   Mary Jane 

was baptized 24 August 1828 at St. James Episcopal Church.   Mary Jane McDonough married James Hervey 
Irwin, physician, 21 June 1854 in Manhattan, New York County, New York.  Mary Jane Irwin died 18 June 1861 in 
Manhattan and was buried at The Evergreens Cemetery in Brooklyn, Kings Co, New York.   Mary Jane 
McDonough is recorded in the 1850 U.S. Census household of her father in Manhattan, New York Co, New York.  
Mary Irwin is recorded in the 1855 New York State Census in Manhattan, New York Co, New York with her 
husband James Irwin.   James and Mary Jane are not found in the 1860 U.S. Census.62,63,64,65,66,67,68,69,70 
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viii. Frances Arabella McDonough was born at Manhattan, New York County, New York 19 March 1832.  Frances 
married Joseph H. Topping 12 November 1856 in Manhattan.  Frances died 19 February 1888 in Manhattan, and 
was buried at St. James Episcopal Church in Newtown.  Frances McDonough is recorded in the 1850 U.S. 
Census in her father's household in Manhattan, Ward 13, New York Co, New York.  Frances Topping is recorded 
in the 1860 U.S. Census with her husband in Manhattan, Ward 13, District 3, New York County, New York.  
Frances Topping, widow is recorded in the 1870 and 1880 U.S. Census of Manhattan.71,72,73,74,75,76,77,78 

 
ix. Henry Roach McDonough was born in Manhattan, New York Co, New York 18 December 1835.  Henry married 

Charlotte Marston 18 November 1862, probably in Manhattan.  Henry died 30 November 1871 in Manhattan, and 
was buried at Green-wood Cemetery in Brooklyn, Kings Co, New York.    Henry is recorded living with his parents 
in the 1850 U.S. Census in Manhattan, Ward 13, New York Co, New York.   In the 1860 U.S. Census Henry is 
living in the household of his brother James L. McDonough in Richmond, Henrico Co, Virginia.   Henry is not 
found in the 1870 U.S. Census.79,80,81,82,83,84 
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